
Year 6 Curriculum Overview

Spring 2023

Our Expedition for this term is: ‘Welcome to England’.

Reading
Children will enhance their reading skills by developing their vocabulary; predicting
events and characters’ actions; retrieving information to provide evidence for their
opinions, as well as expanding their inference skills. By reading the whole class text
‘Crater Lake’ by Jennifer Killick, children will enhance all their comprehension skills and
improve their knowledge of tier 2 vocabulary. They will increase their familiarity with a
wide range of texts to maintain a positive and reflective attitude to reading.  
Children are expected to read for 30 minutes every day and document this in their reading records, which
will be checked weekly on a Friday. Ultimately, our aim is to promote reading for pleasure.

Writing
Inspired by the books: ‘The Windrush Child’ and ‘The Song from Somewhere Else’ the

children will: use a variety of sentence structures and include a wide range of

punctuation, use a range of cohesive devices to link ideas; integrate dialogue; describe

characters, setting and atmosphere with precision. There will be a focus on handwriting

during the Autumn term, where the children will improve and develop a joined, cursive

style that allows them to write legibly at speed.

Maths
Within the Spring term the children will be both consolidating and extending their
mathematical skills using the four operations. They will continue to develop their
understanding of manipulating fractions confidently and recall and use equivalences
between simple fractions, decimals, and percentages, in different contexts. In addition,
they will calculate, estimate and compare volume of cubes and cuboids using standard
units, including cm3 and m3, and extending to other units such as mm3 and km3. The
children will develop their ability to reason and communicate mathematical ideas.

Science
Within the first part of the Spring term, the children will identify and name the main
parts of the human circulatory system and explain the functions of the heart, blood
vessels and blood; understand the impact and importance of diet, exercise, drugs
and lifestyle on their bodies. They will then cover the topic of, ‘Evolution and
Inheritance’, which will focus on the scientific theories used by biologists to explain
how living things have changed over time – with a focus on the discoveries and life
of Charles Darwin. Children will learn the difference between adaptive and inherited
traits, how genes that are passed down determine many of our traits and the
process of natural selection.

History & Geography
Children will describe, understand and compare aspects of both human and physical geography including

climate, agriculture and economic activity that leads to migration - with a focus on the Caribbean Islands.

Children will also study a significant event in British history: The Empire Windrush generation.  Children

will choose reliable sources of information to interpret and evaluate historical events that have impacted

on Britain. They will be able to give reasons why changes may have occurred and discuss the impact they

had on people and most importantly children.



Art
During Art lessons the children will be Inspired by artists who print, collage, draw such as: Basil

Watson, Njideka Akunyili Crosby and Mike Barrett. They will use art vocabulary to evaluate the

effectiveness of images– their impact, appeal and message and compare artist’s work. The

children will ultimately create a layered autobiographical portrait of themselves using mixed

media.

Music
During the Spring term the children will participate in ‘Music of the Week’ which is taught weekly,

introducing a new artist each week covering a range of genres and cultures. We will also have singing

assemblies every week where the children will sing increasingly challenging lyrics, melodies and rhythms.

DT
Children will be designing and making a bag. They will develop computer-aided design (CAD) skills by

using pattern making software to generate, modify, scale, save and print pattern pieces. They will also

develop skills of sewing textiles by joining right side together and making seams.

Computing

Children will develop their programming and coding skills by creating a game in

Scratch. This will involve using a range of sequence, selection and repetition

commands to implement their design; identifying the need for, and working with,

variables; creating procedures to hide complexity in programs and critically evaluating

their work and suggesting improvements. In the second half of term, children will

further develop their programming skills with 3D lettering. In this project they will

create programs to draw 3D letters in Beetle Blocks. They will then learn how to

modify their code to create general procedures for drawing these letters.

PE
During the first half term the children will have a Netball coach who will develop their

understanding of how to choose and implement a range of strategies to attack and

defend. They will perform a wider range of more complex skills and recognise and

describe good individual and team performances. In addition, they will be improving

their ability to suggest, plan and lead simple drills for given netball skills.

PSHCEE

Children will consider what factors contribute to their physical and mental well-being

and what constitutes a healthy lifestyle.  They will explore and critique how images in

the media affect how people feel about themselves. During the second part of the

term, they will investigate and recognise some of the changes they have experienced

and their emotional responses to those changes; suggest positive strategies for dealing

with change and identify people who can support someone who is dealing with a

challenging time of change.

RE
Children will find out who Buddha was and why he is important to Buddhists today. Find out about some

of the core beliefs and teachings of Buddhism. Learn about the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path.

Find out about the Buddhist beliefs of karma and rebirth. Find out where and when Buddhists worship.

Investigate ways of worship and symbolism in Buddhism.

MFL
The children will explore the linguistic differences between Mandarin and English and continue to

develop an understanding of Mandarin by learning some conversational phrases and studying basic

grammar. They will also recognise and use basic Chinese strokes in writing and understand that Chinese

writing follows certain rules. 


