
Year 6 Curriculum Overview
Autumn Term 2022

Our Expedition for this term is Hola Mexico!

Reading
Children will enhance their reading skills by developing their vocabulary; predicting events and characters’ actions;
retrieving information to provide evidence for their opinions, as well as expanding their inference
skills. By reading the whole class text ‘The Last Wild’ by Piers Torday, children will enhance all their
comprehension skills and improve their knowledge of tier 2 vocabulary. They will increase their
familiarity with a wide range of texts to maintain a positive and reflective attitude to reading.  
Children are expected to read for 30 minutes every day and document this in their reading records,
which will be checked weekly on a Friday. Ultimately, our aim is to promote reading for pleasure.

Writing
Inspired by the books: ‘The Giant’s Necklace’ and ‘The Viewer’ the children will: use a variety of
sentence structures and include a wide range of punctuation, use a range of cohesive devices to link
ideas; integrate dialogue; describe characters, setting and atmosphere with precision. There will be a
focus on handwriting during the Autumn term, where the children will improve and develop a joined,
cursive style that allows them to write legibly at speed.

Maths
Within the Autumn term the children will be both consolidating and extending their
mathematical skills using the four operations. They will continue to develop their understanding
of manipulating fractions confidently and recall and use equivalences between simple fractions,
decimals, and percentages, in different contexts. In addition, they will calculate, estimate and
compare volume of cubes and cuboids using standard units, including cm3 and m3, and
extending to other units such as mm3 and km3. The children will develop their ability to reason
and communicate mathematical ideas.

Science
Children will understand the need to classify animals and plants and that plants and animals are two
main groups, but that there are other livings things that do not fit into these groups e.g.
micro-organisms such as bacteria and yeast, and toadstools and mushrooms; plants can make their
own food whereas animals cannot. In addition, the life and works of Carl Linnaeus will be studied to
understand his influence on the modern classification system. Within the second part of the
Autumn term the children will identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system
and explain the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood; understand the impact and
importance of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on their bodies.

History & Geography
The children will undertake a historical enquiry that will: make connections between past events and
explore an ancient civilization. They will consider the impact the Maya culture has had on South and
Central America and recognise the achievements of the Maya civilizations. The children will have the
opportunity to participate in a Maya     workshop with an archaeologist using authentic artefacts to
learn about the Maya civilisation and culture. They will look at both the human and physical
geography of Central and South America. They will locate Mexico and Guatemala using maps,
atlases and aerial maps and compare the geographical features with Britain.



Art
During Art lessons the children will be making a Maya mask from clay by looking at several types of
Maya masks (Warrior, Event and Death). They will then choose one design to upscale. Look at
designing half – then trace over and flip to create a symmetrical mask. Once the design process has
been completed, they will create a mask from clay, which will be decorated using paint. In addition,
they will: describe two different Maya artefacts using art vocabulary and compare how they are
similar and different, discuss how they carve/etch away to create their patterns in the sculpture;
notice how they made sculptures of Gods and animals (jaguar and armadillo).

Music
During the Autumn term the children will participate in ‘Music of the Week’ which is taught weekly, introducing a
new artist each week covering a range of genres and cultures. We will also have singing assemblies every week where
the children will sing increasingly challenging lyrics, melodies and rhythms.

DT
Children will undertake a project that develops their understanding that force and motion can be transferred through
mechanical devices such as gears, pulleys, levers, and springs. Their project will result in the creation of a vehicle that
moves using gears, axles, and pulleys. During the second part of the Autumn term, they will have the opportunity to

cook a traditional Maya bread using our cob oven.

Computing
Children will learn how to use technology safely and responsibly as well as learn how to evaluate
digital content. They will recognise acceptable behaviour and understand how to report concerns.
In the second half of term, they will further develop their programming and coding skills by
creating a game in Scratch. This will involve using a range of sequence, selection and repetition
commands to implement their design; Identifying the need for, and working with, variables;
creating procedures to hide complexity in programs and critically evaluating their work and
suggesting improvements.

PE
During the first half term the children will have a football coach who will develop their
understanding of how to choose and implement a range of strategies to attack and
defend. They will perform a wider range of more complex skills and recognise and
describe good individual and team performances. In addition, they will be improving
their ability to suggest, plan and lead simple drills for given football skills.

PSHCEE
Children will consider what factors contribute to their physical and mental well-being and what
constitutes a healthy lifestyle.  They will explore and critique how images in the media affect how
people feel about themselves. During the second part of the term, they will investigate and
recognise some of the changes they have experienced and their emotional responses to those
changes; uggest positive strategies for dealing with change and identify people who can support
someone who is dealing with a challenging time of change.

MFL
The children will explore the linguistic differences between Mandarin and English and continue to develop an
understanding of Mandarin by learning some conversational phrases and studying basic grammar.
They will also recognise and use basic Chinese strokes in writing and understand that Chinese writing follows certain
rules. 


