
Year 5 Curriculum Overview 

Spring 2023 

Our Expedition for this term is: ‘Perilous Journeys’. 
 

Reading: 
During Guided Reading lessons, children will continue to respond to socially and culturally diverse texts 

in order to develop retrieval, inference, explanation, prediction and summarising skills. By 

reading a whole class text ‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell-Boyce, children will enhance their 

comprehension skills and improve their knowledge of tier 2 vocabulary.  Children are 

expected to read for 30 minutes every day and document this in their reading records, 

which will be checked weekly on a Friday. Ultimately, our aim is to promote and encourage 

reading for pleasure. 

Writing: 
Inspired by the books ‘Hidden Figures’, ‘Curiosity’ and ‘Frozen in Time’, children will 

write in a variety of styles, including stories, newspaper reports, diary entries and 

letters. Children will revise and develop punctuation and grammar, including the use of 

commas, relative and subordinate clauses. Spelling patterns with prefixes and suffixes 

will be revised. Children will be expected to write legibly and fluently, with increasing 

speed and personal style.  

Maths:  
Children will continue to practise their use of the four operations (x - + and ÷) and apply 

this knowledge in multi-step problem-solving scenarios. Children will extend their 

knowledge of fractions and decimals, shape, space and measures, and develop their 

ability to record, analyse and interpret data. Children will be encouraged to reason and 

communicate mathematical ideas using mathematical vocabulary and sentence stems. 

Science: 

 
Children will identify the planets in our solar system. They will investigate the phases of 

the moon and explain the differences between terrestrial and Jovian planets. Children 

will plan and carry out an investigation to prove why the Earth is a sphere, using the 

knowledge they have acquired. 

History 

In History, children will continue to learn about important events and people by identi-

fying key events from the past on a timeline.  Children will study the history of astron-

omy and the planets as well as the history of space exploration and the Space Race. 

Children will develop an understanding for the possibilities and barriers to future space travel. Through a 

historical enquiry, the children will investigate whether money should be invested in space travel, de-

spite the cost to the environment. 

Music: 

During music lessons, pupils will listen to and analyse different styles of music and develop rhythms using 

specific beats. Children will also be taught singing by a music specialist focusing on songs with layers and 

an ostinato.  

  



Geography: 

 

Through our topic of ‘The Space Race’, children will develop their map 

skills by locating the USA and the former USSR on a map. In addition, 

children will be able to identify the lines of latitude, longitude and the 

Greenwich Meridian. 

 

Art: 
In Art, children will be using various mediums to create a piece inspired by the works of Vincent Van 

Gogh, particularly his painting ‘Starry Night’. Children will also be using oil pastels to create ‘space art’ 

depicting different planets. 

DT: 
Children will be cooking French bean and potato sabzi curry using a variety of 

ingredients.  Children will have the opportunity to develop their design skills by working 

collaboratively to take a project from inception to creation.  Children will create a 

mechanical system inspired by space using cams. 

 
Computing: 

        
Children will develop their programming skills by creating a quiz using Scratch. 

They will use a variety of selection commands in programs and solve problems by 

decomposing them into smaller parts. In addition, children will create animations 

of a character and edit them together for a longer video with questions and answers. 

PE:  

During PE lessons, children will develop their tennis skills by learning to work in 
pairs whilst practising their forehand and backhand passes with increasing 
accuracy.  As part of their gymnastics lessons, children will create increasingly 
complex sequences using balances. 

 

PRE: In PRE lessons, children will learn more about Buddhism and the teachings of 

Buddha. Children will learn about the main beliefs of Buddhism and understand the 
significance of special Buddhist places and festivals.  
 

PSHCEE: In PSHCEE lessons, children will focus on the topic of healthy relationships and valuing 

differences.  Children will discuss and identify how people’s actions have an 

impact on others.  In addition, children will appreciate rights and responsibility 

and understand some of the areas that local councils have responsibility for.  

MFL: Mandarin lessons, pupils will be able to greet each other with simple 

words and expressions. Children will learn to count in Chinese and recognise number writing in 

characters. Children will become familiar with the basic Chinese strokes 

when learning key words in topics such as family, weather and hobbies. 

 
 


