
Year 4 Curriculum Overview  

Spring 2023 

Our Expedition for this term is: ‘The Empire, the Empress and India’. 
 
Reading 
This term, Year 4 will be expanding their reading skills through engagement with a variety of 

socially and culturally diverse texts, including our whole class text, ‘The Girl 

Who Stole an Elephant’ by Nizrana Farook. During our Guided Reading 

lessons, children will discuss and respond to these texts in order to develop 

their retrieval, inference, explanation, prediction and summarising skills, as 

well as improving their knowledge of tier 2 vocabulary.  

Your child will be expected to read at home for a minimum of 20 minutes 

and write this into their Homework Diary, which will be checked each week. 

The children can also take home a ‘Bedtime Reading Book’ to share with 

you so you can support us in promoting reading for pleasure. 

Writing 

Inspired by the book ‘Cinnamon’ by Neil Gaiman, and 

other stimulus, such as ‘The Dream Giver’, Year 4 will 

be writing in a variety of styles, including: stories, 

newspaper reports, diary entries, letters and poetry. 

Throughout these lessons, we will be looking at a 

number of grammatical devices and varied 

punctuation. In handwriting, the children will be 

increasing their writing stamina whilst improving their legibility 

Maths 

Throughout this term, the children will extend their learning by applying their 

knowledge of the four processes when completing calculations involving four-

digit numbers. Year 4 will also develop their understanding of place value and 

begin to apply this knowledge when working with decimals and fractions. We will 

also be looking at fractions and decimals, and length and perimeter. During this 

term, the children will develop their ability to solve word problems, reason and 

explain mathematical ideas using mathematical vocabulary. 

Science 
This term, our science topics are ‘Living Things and their Habitats’ and ‘Sound’. 
Children will learn about how we classify animals, including vertebrates and 
invertebrates, as well as where they live and why. Pupils will be observing, 
measuring and asking subject specific questions. 
 

MFL: 
During Mandarin lessons, pupils will be able to describe their friend’s appearance and outfits. Children 
will learn to count in Chinese and recognise number writing. The class will also celebrate Chinese New 
Year.           

 

 



History 

This term, children will investigate the impact of the East India Trading Company, 

and its lasting impact on India. We will study the subsequent spread of the British 

Empire, considering whether this era was the ‘Golden Age of Empire’ or just British 

dominance, and the reason why it began to disband after World War II. 

Geography 

In Geography, children will investigate the human and physical aspects of India. They will 

investigate landscapes and climates, rivers and mountains, as well as the rich culture that 

India provides. 

Art 

In art, children will create their own Gond artwork inspired by the artist, Bhajju 

Shyam focusing on zentangle patterns, and animals from India.   

 

Music 

In Music, children will sing a variety of songs, within the class and singing assembly, with a focus 

on developing their knowledge of rounds. They will know the meanings for 

dynamics (loud/quiet) and tempo (fast/slow). They will also listen to a wide 

variety of music in their Music of the Week sessions. 

 

 

DT 

In Design and Technology, children will be baking courgette cake using a variety of 

processes and ingredients. Children will also have the opportunity to design a lamp 

involving a simple circuit and switch, drawing on their prior science knowledge.  
 

PE 
In PE, the children will focus on the skills of ‘Lacrosse’, working alongside Mike Barrett. 

During our indoor gymnastic sessions, children are developing body management 

through a range of floor exercises, including bunny hops. After half term, Year 4 will 

work with Zoe, the dance coach, to work on Bollywood style dancing. 
 

PRE 
This term, children will learn all about Jewish festivals, looking at Sukkot, Passover and 
Hanukkah. After half term, they will investigate pilgrimages, focusing on Hinduism, looking at 
the origins of Hinduism in India.  
   

PSHCEE:  

In PSHCEE, children begin to discuss how they can keep themselves safe both physically and 

online. This term, children will define terms such as ‘danger’, ‘risk’ and ‘hazard’ and be able to 

explain the difference between them, as well as develop strategies to remain safe in these 

situations.           

Computing: 

This term, children will create an online questionnaire, allowing them to design, create, 

share and analyse the results.  In addition, children will also create, edit and evaluate a 

movie soundtrack, linking with our ‘Sound’ Science topic.         


