
Year 4 Curriculum Overview
Autumn Term 2022

Our Expedition for this term is the Roaming, Ruling Romans.

Reading
This term, our whole class text will be ‘Butterfly Lion’ by Michael Morpurgo. The children will
develop their comprehension skills through a variety of questions such as: inference, prediction,
explanation, vocabulary, retrieval and summarise.

Your child will be expected to read at home for a minimum of 20 minutes and then to document
this in their Homework Diary which will be checked each week.

Writing
Inspired by the book ‘Varjak Paw’ by S. F. Said, Year 4 will be writing in a variety of styles,
including: stories, newspaper reports, diary entries, letters and poetry. Throughout these
lessons, we will be looking at a number of grammatical devices and varied punctuation. In
handwriting, the children will be increasing their writing stamina whilst improving their
legibility.

Maths
This term, the children will extend their learning by applying their knowledge of the four
processes when completing calculations involving four-digit numbers. Year 4 will also develop
their understanding of place value and begin to apply this knowledge when working with decimals
and fractions. During this term, the children will develop their ability to solve word problems,
reason and explain mathematical ideas using mathematical vocabulary.

Science
The children will be describing the functions of the basic parts of the human digestive
system. Alongside this, they will be looking at and identifying the different functions of
teeth in humans and animals. They will also be learning about food chains and how they
are formed.

We will also be exploring the use of electricity, identifying common household appliances that
run on electricity, constructing and drawing simple electrical circuits, and finding electrical
insulators and conductors.

History
This term, Year 4 will examine how the Romans affected ancient Britain, as well as their
lasting impact on modern day life. The children will use a range of sources to explore the
impact of the Roman invasion on Britain, comparing the life and culture of Romans to our
modern way of living. The children will learn how the Roman spread and ruled across
Europe, including Britain. They will have the opportunity to handle and explore historical
artefacts to see the similarities and differences between modern day and Roman life.



Geography
Children will be locating world countries using atlases and maps, focussing on Europe and Italy. By
the end of term, Year 4 will be able to explain the spread of the Roman empire. The children will
be identifying the human and physical geographical similarities and differences between the UK
and Italy.

Art
Alongside the study of our class novel, ‘Varjak Paw’ and ‘Madeline and the Cats of Rome’, Year 4 will
explore the work of collage artist Eric Carle. The children will take inspiration from Carle’s techniques
and style to create their own cat collage. Following our study of Roman culture, Year 4 will design and
create their own mosaic patterns.

Music
During music lessons, pupils will sing in tune, listen to several layers of sound and talk about the effect on mood and

feelings.  Children will also be taught singing by a music specialist in preparation for a Christmas carol concert.

DT
In Design and Technology this term, children will design, make, and evaluate a catapult using a pneumatic system to
operate. This will be based on research around the Roman Army and their use of catapults.

Computing
Year 4 will develop their understanding of how to stay safe online including: protecting their
identity, understanding cyber-bullying and evaluating information. In the second half term, the
children will be developing their programming skills by creating a games controller. This will
involve using repetition in programs, working with a variety of inputs and outputs and using
logical reasoning to systematically detect and correct errors in programs.

PE
Children will be working alongside a tennis coach to develop their tennis skills,
exploring different tennis shots, including forehand and backhand, improving their
hand eye coordination and finding key positions in play. During indoor PE sessions,
Year 4 will be looking to become increasingly competent and confident in performing
skills, such as balances and jumps in Gymnastics. They will put together sequences of
moves that will incorporate changes in height, speed and direction.

PRE
Throughout this term, Year 4 will explore and celebrate a variety of religious festivals, including Rosh Hashanah,
Christmas and Diwali. The children will begin to explore how different religions view the question of ‘right and wrong’
in the world.

PSHCEE
Year 4 will consider their own learning mindset and explore how using a positive, growth mindset
can affect their learning journey. They will also discuss change and reflect on their feelings and
emotions regarding change. This term, the children will explore how they can keep themselves
safe in dangerous situations on and offline.

MFL
In Year 4, the children will continue to learn key vocabulary in Mandarin, speaking with growing confidence. The
children will listen to and understand words and short expressions, including verbs such as have, like and love.
Alongside this, they will be learning and singing along to Mandarin song


