
Year 3 Curriculum Overview 

Spring 2023 

Our expedition this term is ‘Blitz, Bombs and Blazes’ 

Reading 

Children will read and respond to a wide variety of high-quality fiction and non-fiction 

books. They will develop comprehension skills (identify vocabulary, predict events, infer 

from the text, explain, and retrieve and summarise information). Children will have 

regular phonics interventions to aid children to decode and blend words.  

Writing 

Writing this term is inspired by our theme and reading books based upon our topic of 

World War 2. They will write in several styles, including non-chronological reports, 

newspaper reports, dairy entries and letters. They will continue to revise grammar 

and punctuation skills. We will continue to teach spelling patterns to further support 

and develop their writing skills. Through different writing styles, children will learn to 

write legibly and fluently with increasing speed. In addition, children will develop 

their vocabulary knowledge by using a ‘tiering up’ strategy to uplevel the words they 

use within their writing from tier 1 to tier 2 using the high-quality books to aid them. 

Maths  
 

In Maths this term, we will cover the following areas. First, we will learn to multiply and 
divide 2-digit numbers by 1-digit numbers exploring a variety of methods including short 
division and flexible partitioning. We will also continue to encourage the children’s 
reasoning when multiplying and dividing. Children will have the opportunity to revise 
centimetres, metres and millimetres when measure length and perimeter and will 
compare and convert a variety of units of measurement. 
  

Science 

Our Science topic is Light and Dark where children will recognise that they need light in 

order to see things and that dark is the absence of light. We will conduct investigations to 

help the children understand and notice that light is reflected from different surfaces, 

recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by an 

opaque object and find patterns in the way that the size of shadows change. 

History 

We will study local history as part of our World War II topic this term. The 

children will have brilliant experiences at Chislehurst caves as they learn more 

about the air raid shelters used during the Blitz. We will also look at what life 

was like for those during this period of time and war changed their lives E.g. 

rationing, evacuations and the Blitz.  

 

Geography 

Children will have a chance to use the atlases, maps and Digi maps (online) to locate and 

research bombing locations within the UK.  

 

 



Computing  

This term, our project is to create a 360-degree image using the apps Figment and Keynote. 

The children will have opportunities to explore and learn how to use these apps 

independently. Then, they will creatively design a place that they would like to turn into a 

360 image.  

Art 

Bill Brandt and Henry Moore are the focus artists for the topic this term. They both captured life in World 

War II but in very different ways. The children will be able to explore both styles of art; photography and 

perspective drawing. They will create copies of Moore and Brandt’s work before taking the lead and 

creating a masterpiece of their own in either style.   

Music 

We will continue to play the recorder, keep a steady beat on an instrument in a group or 
individually. Read a variety of rhythms using simple notation. As well as this, children will 
sing songs about World War II, including one written during this time. They include ‘The 
white cliffs of Dover’ and ‘We’re going to the country’.  

 

MFL 
This term in Year 3, children will be able to recall body parts and pet names in Mandarin and celebrate 

Chinese New Year by learning about how it is celebrated, it’s traditions and origins. 

DT 

The children will investigate a range of textile products that have a selection of stitches, joins, fabrics, 
finishing techniques, fastenings, and purposes, linked to the product they will design, make and evaluate. 
They will think about products from the past and what changes have been made in textile production and 
products e.g. the invention of zips and Velcro. The outcome of the project will be to produce a purse or 
wallet to keep precious items safe a child may have had with them during World War II.   

PE 

The children have been learning the basic rules of cricket, develop a range of skills 

including striking a bowled ball and bowling over arm.   

 

PRE 

Buddhism is our focus this term. Through this topic children will learn about the birth of Buddha and how 

the religion came to be. They will discover more about the pinnacle teaching points of Buddhism, including 

the eightfold path and the four noble truths. Along side this we will read the story of Siddhartha and the 

Swan.  

PSHCEE 

In PSHCEE children will:  

• Define what a volunteer is 
• Identify people who are volunteers in the school community 

• Recognise some of the reasons why people volunteer, including mental health and wellbeing bene-
fits to those who volunteer. 

• Identify key people who are responsible for them to stay safe and healthy 

• Suggest ways they can help these people. 

 

 


