
  

Year 2 Curriculum Overview 

Autumn Term 2022 

Our Expedition for this term is Knights, Castles and Dragons. 

Reading 

In Year Two, the children will read independently and/or with their reading groups every morning, 
focussing on word decoding and comprehension skills. Throughout our expedition, children will explore 

high-quality books which will be a selection of dragon, knight and castle fiction and non-fiction texts. 

Your child will be expected to read at home for 15 minutes every day and 

document this in their reading records, which will be checked weekly. This 

could include retelling the story and predicting what they think will happen 

next. If your child is unsure of a word use the following strategies: 
• say the sounds and blend them together, 
• look at the illustrations 

• check the word makes sense in the whole sentence 

If your child has a colour-banded book, they will change their reading book as soon as they have finished it. 
If your child is following the Little Wandle reading scheme then they will change their book once a week. 
The children can also take home a ‘Bedtime Reading Book’ to share with you so you can support us in 

promoting reading for pleasure . 

Writing 

Inspired by our Castle theme, we will use the books ‘Zog’, ‘Tell Me a Dragon’ and ‘The Dragon Machine’ to 

work on the skills and processes essential to writing: that is, thinking aloud as you collect ideas, drafting and 

re-reading to improve writing. Children will write recounts, narratives, poetry and non-chronological 
reports. In addition, children will develop their vocabulary knowledge by using a ‘tiering up’ strategy to 

uplevel the words they use within their writing from tier 1 to tier 2 using the high-quality books to aid them. 

Maths 

Throughout this term, children will learn about partitioning numbers into 10s and ones, 
add and subtract numbers efficiently, use mathematical language and symbols confidently, 
seek number patterns (using times tables) and use their reasoning skills to explain 

mathematical answers and concepts. 

Science 

Across this term, children will explore the topic ‘Materials’.  Within 

this topic children will identify and compare the suitability of a variety 

of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, 
rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses. In addition, they will 
find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials 

can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 



 

History 

In History, children will research the features of mediaeval castles and visit Hever 

Castle to embed their knowledge. They will learn about the Tudors and research 

significant monarchs such as King Henry VIII and Queen Elizabeth I. Children will 
also compare the life of a Tudor child to a child living today. 

Geography 

In Geography, using an atlas the children will identify the four countries that make 

up the United Kingdom. They will also name and locate the capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and their castles. The children will further identify and plot castles 

that are within their locality and visit Hever Castle. 

Art 

In Art, children will develop their collage skills to create their 

own abstract castle picture inspired by Paul Klee’s ‘Castle and 

Sun’ painting. After half term, they will broaden their 

knowledge in watercolour techniques to paint their own 

dragon painting inspired by the artist Jackie Morris. They will 
then make their own dragon using plasticine. 

Music 

In Music, the children will participate in a weekly singing assembly. They will also learn how 

to play the hand bells and understand the term ‘scale’. At Christmas the children will take on 

the lead roles in the Christmas Production. 

DT 

In Design and Technology this term, the children will design, make and 

evaluate a greetings card using a sliders and levers mechanism. 

Computing 

Within computing, Year 2 will learn how to stay safe online including: protecting their identity, 
understanding cyber-bullying and evaluating information. In the second half of this term, the 

children will develop their photography and digital art skills by creating a photoshopped image 

which they will edit with simple tools, cutting and layering images on top of one another . 

PE 

In PE,  the children will develop their range of ball skills under the topic ‘Attack, Defend and 

Shoot’ with our multi-skills instructor. During our indoor gymnastic sessions,  the children will 
create and develop simple sequences. They will perform these actions with control and 

consistency at different speeds and levels . 

PRE 

This term, children will answer the Big Question: ‘How do People show their beliefs and 

values?’ They will look at symbols of belonging in different religions. 

PSHCEE 

I n PSHCEE, children will identify different feelings and how others’ behaviour 

impacts them. They will learn about keeping safe and the importance of 

privacy. They will look at growing and changing and having a positive mindset. 
Children will learn about safe and unsafe secrets . 


