
Year 1 Curriculum Overview 

Spring Term 2023 
 

Our Expedition for this term is: 
‘Amazing Africa, we will be going on a safari adventure’. 

 
Reading 
In Year 1, we will continue teaching daily Phonic lessons, followed by carefully planned and structured 

Guided Reading sessions. Your child will continue to read a text appropriate to their level of reading 3x 

a week, this book will then be sent home for your child to read to you. Please help your child by 

encouraging them to read for at least 10 minutes every day and record it in their reading records.  

We will continue to encourage a love of reading and listening to stories through our topic, reading a 

range of fiction and non-fiction books linked to Africa. ‘Story Time’ is an 

integral part of every school day and is a time for children to relax and 

unwind before home time and immerse themselves in a world of 

imagination. Children will continue to listen to and discuss books based on 

our topic of Africa. They will make predictions and inferences about the text. 

Writing 
We will offer a range of continued provision activities to develop the children’s fine 

motor skills and their phonic knowledge, giving plenty of opportunities to enhance 

children’s confidence on their journey to become independent writers. Children will 

be encouraged to use sound mats and to write using the sounds that they can hear. 

Through our texts ‘Africa day’, ‘Lila and the Secret of Rain’ and ‘Giraffes Can’t 

Dance’, children will build stamina for writing and extend their sentences using conjunctions and 

adjectives.  

 

Maths 
Throughout this term, children will become confident in writing numbers 1-20, and 

focus on correct number formation. We will also introduce the correct spelling of 

words from one to ten. Counting games and continued provision resources will 

encourage children to count in 2s, 5s and 10s and we will continue to explore number 

bonds using both practical resources and written methods. Children will use 

manipulatives to solve simple addition and subtraction calculations and we will introduce some 

mental maths challenges also. 

 

Science 
The children will learn about different materials and what we use them for. 
They will look closely at their properties and carry out some investigations for  
appropriate use. Children will also be learning about different animal groups. 

 
 

History 
We will be linking our topic of Africa with history.  Children will be learning about the life 
of Ibn Battuta, a significant individual in the past, who has contributed to international 
achievements.  



Geography 

This term the children will be learning all about the continent Africa.  
They will learn the names of the 7 continents and 5 oceans of our world. The 
children will start to compare the climates and weather in different countries. 
 

Art 
To link with our topic on Africa, the children will create beautiful collages of an African 

safari scene. They will also design and make an African clay pot and weave Kente cloth. 

 

 

 DT  
Children will design, make and evaluate a miniature piece of free-standing play 

equipment. For example, a swing, a slide or a climbing frame. 

 

Music 

This term we will be exploring a range of African instruments. The children 

will also be taught a variety of African songs and will have the opportunity to 

take part in a drumming workshop. 

  

 
Computing 
In the Spring term, the children will be learning how to create a video using the 

Shadow puppets app. They will also be creating a cartoon and bringing it to life. 

Children will begin to understand how to keep themselves safe online. 

 

 

PE 
This half term the children will practise basic movements including running, 

jumping, throwing and catching and begin to engage in competitive activities. The 

children will have opportunities to improve agility, balance and coordination. In 

our dance lessons, the children will create a sequence of steps to retell the story 

of Handa’s Surprise as well as dancing to the sounds of the jungle. They will also 

have the opportunity to take part in an African dance session. 

 

PRE 

This term we will be learning all about the creation of the world, from the perspectives 

of different faiths and non-believers. The children will also be introduced to the Islamic 

faith and learn about the Prophet Muhammad. 

 

PSHCEE 

This term In PSHCEE, the children will think deeply about how to keep themselves 

safe and how to value differences between themselves and others. In addition to 

this, there will be lots of discussions around what makes us unique and how 

wonderful it is to be us. 

 


