
 

Perry Hall Primary School 

Supporting Children with Medical Conditions 2020 

Aim 

To ensure that all children with medical conditions, in terms of both physical and mental health, are 

properly supported in school so that they can play a full and active role in school life, remain 

healthy and achieve their academic potential. 

Our Duties 

• Pupils at school with medical conditions should be properly supported so that they have full 

access to education, including school trips and physical education. 

• To ensure that arrangements are in place in school to support pupils with medical 

conditions. 

• To ensure that school leaders consult health and social care professionals, pupils and 

parents to ensure that the needs of children with medical conditions are effectively 

supported. 

Notification that a pupil has a medical condition  

Information on medical conditions including allergies is kept on the schools central system.  An 

information board is displayed in the school First Aid room detailing medical needs/allergies for 

individual children, including a photograph to allow identification of children. An information board 

(including photographs) for children with food allergies is displayed in the school kitchen.  

 

Class teachers are made aware of children with medical needs in their class and pass on relevant 

information to supply teachers and other members of staff where appropriate. Training for staff is 

organised where necessary by the Lead First Aider or Inclusion Manager.   Liaison between home 

and school will take place to share information, including details from medical professionals. 

 

 An Individual Healthcare Plan (IHP) may be created. An Individual Healthcare Plan will be 

produced by the Specialist Nurse through Bromley Healthcare.  A planning meeting including 

parents, the school, the Specialist Nurse, other healthcare professionals and where appropriate the 

child will be organised before the IHP is created.  Where the child has a special educational need 

identified in a statement or EHC plan, the individual healthcare plan should be linked to or become 

part of that statement or EHC plan.  An IHP will be stored both in the child’s individual folder and in 

a dedicated folder in the First Aid room.  The plans will be monitored and updated if medical needs 

change or further information is gathered.  

  

Details of children’s medical needs will be included in risk assessments for school visits and other 

school activities outside of the normal timetable. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

The Local Committee must ensure that a policy for supporting pupils with medical conditions in 

school is developed and implemented and that a pupil with medical conditions is supported to 

enable the fullest participation possible in all aspects of school life. The LC should ensure that the 

appropriate level of insurance is in place and reflects the level of risk. 

 



The Head teacher should ensure that their school’s policy is developed and effectively 

implemented with partners. This includes ensuring that all staff are aware of the policy for 

supporting pupils with medical conditions and understand their role in its implementation.  

 

Any member of school staff may be asked to provide support to pupils with medical conditions, 

including the administering of medicines, although they cannot be required to do so. Although 

administering medicines is not part of teachers’ professional duties, they should take into account 

the needs of pupils with medical conditions that they teach. School staff should receive sufficient 

and suitable training and achieve the necessary level of competency before they take on 

responsibility to support children with medical conditions. Any member of school staff should know 

what to do and respond accordingly when they become aware that a pupil with a medical condition 

needs help. 

 

The School Nurse is responsible for notifying the school when a child has been identified as 

having a medical condition which will require support in school. Wherever possible, they should do 

this before the child starts at the school. They would not usually have an extensive role in ensuring 

that schools are taking appropriate steps to support children with medical conditions, but may 

support staff on implementing a child’s individual healthcare plan and provide advice and liaison. 

 

Other healthcare professionals, including GPs and paediatricians should notify the school 

nurse when a child has been identified as having a medical condition that will require support at 

school. They may provide advice on developing healthcare plans. 

 

Pupils with medical conditions will often be best placed to provide information about how their 

condition affects them. They should be fully involved in discussions about their medical support 

needs and contribute as much as possible to the development of, and comply with, their individual 

healthcare plan. Other pupils will often be sensitive to the needs of those with medical conditions. 

 

Parents and Carers should provide the school with sufficient and up-to-date information about 

their child’s medical needs. They may in some cases be the first to notify the school that their child 

has a medical condition. Parents are key partners and should be involved in the development and 

review of their child’s individual healthcare plan. They should carry out any action they have 

agreed to as part of its implementation.  Parents are requested to complete a medicine form if their 

child is to have medicine administered during school hours. 

 

Administering Medicine 

Parents and Carers will be asked to complete a medicine form if their child requires treatment 

during the school day.  Where clinically possible, medicines should be prescribed in dose 

frequencies which enable them to be taken outside of school hours. 

We can only accept prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided in the original 

container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for administration, dosage and 

storage.  

 

All medicines are stored in the First Aid room. However, asthma inhalers are available in the 

children’s classroom and in the First Aid room.  Alternative arrangements are made when a child 

leaves the school premises or works away from their classroom.   

 

Staff administering medicines will do so in accordance with the prescriber’s instructions. The 

member of staff would then complete a log sheet of all medicines administered to individual 

children, stating what, how and how much was administered, when and by whom. Any side effects 

of the medication to be administered at school will be noted 

 



When no longer required, medicines will be returned to the parent to arrange for safe disposal. 

Sharps boxes should always be used for the disposal of needles and other sharps 

 

Emergency Situations 

All staff are first aid trained and emergencies are dealt with in the first instance by the closest 

member of staff.  There are first aid boxes in each classroom and in the main first aid room near 

the office. 

 

In the case of an emergency, the child will be assessed and brought to the first aid room (if they 

are mobile), for treatment as necessary and the parents contacted if it is felt that the child should 

go home.  If an injury or illness warrants the child needing hospital/medical intervention the parents 

or other emergency contact will be telephoned by the office and an ambulance called if necessary.  

 

Unacceptable Practice 

Staff should use their discretion and judge each case on its merits with reference to the child’s 

Individual Healthcare Plan or medicine form. However unacceptable practice can include: 

• Preventing children from easily accessing their inhalers and medication and administering 

their medication when and where necessary 

• Assume that every child with the same condition requires the same treatment 

• Ignoring the views of the child or their parents; or ignore medical evidence or opinion, 

(although this may be challenged) 

• If the child becomes ill, sending them to the school office or medical room unaccompanied 

or with someone unsuitable 

• Preventing pupils from drinking, eating or taking toilet or other breaks whenever they need 

to in order to manage their medical condition effectively 

 

School Trips 

The school will make reasonable adjustments and plan to enable pupils with medical conditions to 

participate in school trips, visits, or sporting activities, unless evidence from a clinician such as a 

GP states that this is not possible.  Details will be included in the risk assessment regarding 

planning arrangements for children with medical needs. 

 

Complaints 

Should parents or pupils be dissatisfied with the support provided they should discuss their 

concerns directly with the school. If for whatever reason this does not resolve the issue, they may 

make a formal complaint via the school’s complaints procedure. 

 

 


