
 
 

Perry Hall Reading Policy 
 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places 
you'll go.” Dr Seuss. 
 
Rationale  
 
Reading widely feeds pupils’ imagination and at Perry Hall we actively promote wider reading 
through exposure to a wide variety of quality texts rich in vocabulary.  Reading is an essential skill 
that will support children’s learning across the whole curriculum. Ultimately, our aspiration for each 
of our children to be confident, enthusiastic, independent and reflective readers is based upon the 
need for them to enter the world of work as articulate and literate individuals with a strong love of 
reading.  As a school, we will ensure that our children are taught to read with fluency, accuracy and 
understanding through a variety of discreet and cross-curricular learning opportunities. Essentially, 
we want children to enjoy reading. In order for our children to fulfil their potential in reading we 
need as much parental support as possible and our aim, with this policy, is to demonstrate how 
school and home can work together. Children are taught to read using high quality phonics through 
the Letters and Sounds programme; reading skills and reading comprehension. Underpinning our 
teaching philosophy is the fact that the development of reading cannot be seen in isolation from 
writing, speaking and listening. The best readers are the best writers - we read as writers and write 
as readers! Strategies for writing, speaking and listening therefore form an integral part of this 
reading policy. 
 
In our school, we will strive to ensure that all children have the opportunity to follow an enriching 
curriculum in a stimulating environment, where reading materials are presented in an attractive and 
inviting way. Furthermore, within English lessons we will create an environment that stimulates the 
generation of ideas from texts where all ideas are accepted and valued. Teachers will act as role 
models in their enthusiasm for both reading and writing by keeping up to date with current 
children’s literature.  We will develop children’s reading within lessons using a variety of different 
stimulus across the curriculum.  In addition, there will be further opportunities to promote reading 
including:  relevant and current fiction books in class libraries, visits to the school library for access 
to non-fiction books (Years R-6), access to Bug Club (Years R-2), access to Accelerated Reader (Years 
2-6), celebrating World Book Day, visits from children’s authors, reading of class books with 
teachers, bi-annual visits from The Travelling Book Fair as well as DEAR (Drop Everything And Read). 
We also promote the role of good literature through drama and plays, which are performed by the 
children as well as visits from theatre groups. 
  
Our aims for reading are to:  
 
• Instil children with a love of reading that lasts for their lifetime, sharing with them an enthusiasm 
for children’s literature and helping children to recognise the value of reading as a life skill.  



• Encourage children to become enthusiastic and reflective readers by introducing them to good 
quality books, from a variety of cultures and in a range of different styles and formats.  
• Develop our children’s understanding of a variety of text types including non-fiction, fiction, 
poetry and drama.  
• Develop children’s confidence, fluency, and independence when reading for different purposes.  
• Develop children’s abilities to reflect on and have an interest in what they have read, and the 
language and punctuation choices made by the author.  
• Use drama and role-play, where appropriate, to immerse children in the text.  
• Ensure our children have sound phonic awareness and use a phonics first approach to reading.  
• Use ICT systems including Bug Club and Accelerated Reader to access and locate texts.  
 
 
 
Teaching Approaches and Strategies:  
 
Reading is taught throughout the whole school discreetly as part of literacy and as an integral part 
of the school day. From EYFS, children are taught to read using high quality phonics through the 
Letters and Sounds programme (see our phonics policy); reading skills and reading comprehension. 
During English, guided reading and comprehension lessons as well as other areas of the curriculum, 
children will have the opportunity to experience a wide range of good quality texts (both fiction and 
non-fiction) and are encouraged to respond and reflect on these. Through the use of shared and 
guided reading children will experience good models of reading and reading discussion, using a 
variety of quality texts written for a range of purposes. Every pupil will take part in Guided or 
Shared Reading sessions with his or her teachers, on a weekly basis. Texts chosen should aim to 
challenge the children to develop high-order comprehension skills, generate child-led discussion 
and lead to independent written activities that allow children to reflect on the text. Teachers will 
support the children with developing their reading skills in different areas including vocabulary, 
retrieval, inference, predication, explanation and summarising.  Teachers will also read a class book 
daily for pleasure.  These reading sessions might include fiction, non-fiction books, poems or songs.  
In addition, pupils will be given opportunities for independent reading of their reading scheme or 
library book during the school week.  DEAR is a new initiative, which has been introduced across 
both key stages.  The premise of DEAR is to ‘literally’ drop everything and read for pleasure at a 
designated time for 10 minutes. The repetition of DEAR across a school term will ensure that 
students are practicing the important reading skills needed for their education but doing that 
through reading something of their own choosing.  All children will have a reading book, chosen by 
them, at an appropriate level. In Key Stage 1, children are taught to read systematically by using 
synthetic phonics and the children’s books will be closely matched to their phonics knowledge, 
which will help them to progress further.  Comprehension skills at this level will also be taught as 
well as phonics to develop their reading skills.  These books should be 90% readable by the child and 
the class teacher will monitor this regularly. If children want to read a book that is currently beyond 
their ability level, we will encourage parents to share the book at home with them. Children will be 
given the opportunity to change their library and colour banded books as often as needed; this may 
be with an adult or before and after school on specified days. All reading to an adult should be 
recorded in the children’s Homework Journals. 
 
 
Fundamentally, at Perry Hall we believe that students learn best: 
 

• when reading, writing, speaking, and listening occur across the curriculum; 



• in a community of learners; 

• when literacy instruction is a combination of demonstration and explanation, guided and 
independent practice, teacher and student support, individual pursuits, student choices, and 
teacher direction; and 

• when learning is student-centred, with hands, minds, and hearts engaged.  (Deb Foertsch 1996) 
 
With this ethos, we aim to promote a life-long love of reading, which will equip our pupils with the 
skills required to enter the world of work as articulate and literate individuals in preparation for 
challenges in the next chapter of their lives. 
 


