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Perry Hall Primary School 

Curriculum Policy 

Perry Hall's curriculum is built around our shared vision to provide all pupils with a rich, inspiring curriculum that 
embraces individuality, diversity and celebrates success; inspiring all to be the very best that they can be. 

 
Our creative, enquiry-based curriculum focuses on breadth and depth of understanding and is carefully planned in line 
with the National Curriculum. It is both engaging and stimulating, relevant to pupils' lives and exposes them to the arts, 
sports, creativity and challenge. Our pupils are offered an extensive range of experiences to develop their understanding 
of themselves and the world in which they live, preparing them for the next stage of learning. 

 
Termly 'Expeditions' seek to bridge one subject with another allowing our pupils to become immersed within their 
learning and stimulating the transfer of progressive knowledge and skills across all curriculum areas. Throughout the 
3 terms of each academic year, there is a historically, geographically and STEAM based theme and, where possible, 
all subjects are taught explicitly through their expedition. Pupils are encouraged to ask questions, foster independent 
exploration, work cooperatively and make meaningful links. 

 
Our curriculum develops children’s knowledge and subsequently their skills; their character, their cultural appreciation 
and citizenship – preparing them for the future and ensuring that they are caring, positive and thoughtful young 
people; promoting wellbeing and resilience whilst developing self-confidence and a respect for all. 

 

Aims 

• That all children are provided with outstanding learning experiences that lead to consistently outstanding levels 
of achievement. 

• All children have access to the same high-quality curriculum and scaffold and challenge ensures equity for all 

• All teachers and other professionals possess expert levels of knowledge in the subjects they teach. 

• All teachers and other professionals are committed to an ongoing development of their own knowledge and 
skills to optimise the children’ learning experiences. 

• A positive, caring attitude, where achievements at all levels are acknowledged and valued, is prevalent 
throughout the school. 

• All children from the earliest opportunity, are encouraged to develop independence, self-regulation, 
responsibility and resilience. 

 
Reception Curriculum 
In Reception, we follow the Early Years Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage. This became 
effective from September 2021 and was published by the Department for Education (DfE). This Framework sets the 
standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to five.  There are seven areas of learning and 
development that shape our curriculum in Reception.  
 
These areas are: 

• Communication and language 

• Physical development 

• Personal, social and emotional development 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the world 

• Expressive arts and design 
 

Free flow play is an important part of our daily routine. Children can access both Reception classes freely, through our 
creative area and our outdoor areas. Children learn within a safe and secure, vocabulary rich learning environment that 
equips them for the educational journey ahead. We ensure children are given a range of highly-engaging and enjoyable 
play-based learning experiences which enable them to become confident and independent learners. 
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Teaching is planned through exciting topics, books and enrichments. We endeavour to offer a curriculum that is based 
on real life experiences, involves the child and most importantly is planned through careful assessment of their needs 
and interests. The characteristics of effective teaching and learning; playing and exploring, active learning and 
creating and thinking critically, are at the heart of our planning. We ensure that children have a range of opportunities 
to investigate, develop their own ideas and strategies for doing things. 

 
English 
The study of English is imperative because it develops children’s abilities to listen, speak, read and write for a wide 
range of purposes, including the communication of their ideas, views and feelings. More importantly, it is the foundation 
for almost all the learning which takes place within our school. We believe that children need to develop their use of 
language in order to learn, and to play a full and active role as individuals within society; it is the key to independent 
learning. Primarily, we aim to support our children in achieving these goals when speaking, reading and writing. We 
understand the importance of our children actively acquiring and developing language skills as a major part of the school 
curriculum. 

 

Children are encouraged to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic and critical 
readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction and media texts. Through the mastery of English, our 
children are empowered as learners; this is essential for independent learning, the world of work and most other aspects 
of everyday life. Our aim in teaching English is that all children will develop the necessary skills to use the English 
language confidently, appropriately and accurately to the best of their ability. This will be achieved in a variety of ways 
using a selection of different stimuli as well as including extra-curricular activities, where children will be encouraged to 
speak clearly, fluently and coherently, as well as be able to listen attentively with understanding. Furthermore, we aim 
for children to develop a life-long love of reading, in order to engage with the wider world. Moreover, exposure to rich 
vocabulary, through texts and language, will enable children to write effectively for a range of audiences and purposes 
using spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately and confidently. 

 
Science 
At Perry Hall we want our children to be curious about natural phenomenon and to be excited by the process of 
understanding the world around them. Science follows the National Curriculum and we will use resources from both the 
Kent Science Scheme and Snap Science online learning tool to enable teachers to deliver memorable learning 
experiences for children. Science is taught as a separate lesson but will be linked to our ‘Expedition’ whenever possible. 
We place great value on developing and securing children’s knowledge of key concepts and encourage them to work 
scientifically by asking scientific questions, using scientific vocabulary, planning and carrying out investigations and 
analysing their results. In order to promote scientific thinking and to help embed learning in the children’s memories, we 
carry out practical investigations, which encourage their curiosity and make learning exciting. To promote science further 
within the school and ensure pupils develop greater investigative and scientific skills, all year groups will complete 
STEAM challenges over the course of the year. 

 
Technology 
In computing we provide children with an exciting, high-quality, computing education that produces competent, confident 
computer users, who are digitally literate on various devices. We ensure that our children have a secure knowledge of 
e-safety and have the skills to tackle any upsetting or inappropriate content they might access online and the self- 
confidence to reach out to safe adults for help if they feel concerned about anything. Computing progressively follows 
the National Curriculum and is closely linked to our termly Expeditions so challenges are relevant, meaningful and 
stimulate children's interest. Children develop their skills, starting in reception with mouse control, keyboard skills, saving 
and printing work. They draw pictures, write and use the internet to carry out research. They then progress to more 
complex skills such as data analysis and coding. Pupils have access to iPads, desktop computers, Beebots, 
microphones, Padcaster and online subject specific learning platforms to support their learning at school and at home. 

 
Design and Technology (DT) comprises of the designing, planning, and making of ‘products’ and food technology – the 
knowledge and skills of cooking. Design and Technology is meaningfully woven throughout the curriculum enriching 
subject areas whilst gaining subject specific knowledge and skills. Children learn to select from and use a wide range 
of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their 
characteristics. On any given school day, one might find children in Year 1 using blocks, paper tubes, and elastic bands 
to make a marble run or Year 5 tie dying fabric for an art project using cabbage and onion skins from our Edible Garden 
to create the dye. Our “Edible Garden” provided a plethora of vegetables, herbs, and fruits for students to harvest and 
cook with – learning essential life skills whilst developing a greater understanding of healthy living and sustainability. 

 
Art and Design 
Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. At Perry Hall we aim to engage, inspire 
and challenge children, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works 
of art, craft and design. As children progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous 
understanding of art and design; how it shaped our history, and contributed to the culture, creativity and wealth of our 
nation. Our teaching provides an understanding of all the diverse art forms so that the children experience drawing, 
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painting, collage, textiles, 3D designs, printmaking and digital media. They are introduced to the Great Masters and a 
wide variety of other artists and their styles; learning is further enriched with trips to London galleries. 

 

By ensuring Art and Design is an integral part of school life and is interwoven within each termly expedition, we hope to 
allow creativity to flourish. Art and Design does not have to be isolated within one lesson but can be a means to access 
and discuss other topics through its various media. Each year we take part in The National Gallery’s ‘Take One Picture’ 
project in which the Gallery selects a painting to investigate and experiment with. This becomes a project for every class 
to interpret in their own way. It inspires projects in art and design, but also in English, science, history, computing, 
geography, and any other subject that the children find themselves delving into. This project puts Art and Design at the 
centre of their learning and experiences. 

 
At Perry Hall we recognise the importance of celebrating Art and Design and regularly display children’s work. We have 
set up art exhibitions in the hall that showcase the talent across the school providing a platform for all children. This 
allows the children to discuss and share their art experiences with other year groups and instils a sense of confidence 
and pride in their work. 

 

Music 
At Perry Hall, we believe music can bring excitement to our lives, intertwining feelings of love and sympathy, teaching 
children about different emotions, as well as elements of music theory. We encourage and support children to participate 
in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build upon the skills and confidence of each individual. Our 
teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to understand rhythm and follow a beat. Through singing songs, 
children learn about the structure and organisation of music. We support them to listen and to appreciate different forms 
of music. We also teach technical vocabulary such as volume, pitch, beat and rhythm and encourage children to discuss  
music using these terms. Throughout their time at Perry Hall students will have the opportunity to explore a variety of 
instruments including orchestral and percussion. We also have a very popular school choir, ukulele club, and orchestra. 

 
Mathematics 
Through the study of mathematics, we aim to give children a secure foundation in the basics before moving on to more 
complicated mathematical concepts - breadth and depth is prioritised over acceleration - giving children the confidence 
to build on skills already learnt. Through both the National Curriculum and Maths for Mastery, we ensure children gain 
an in-depth understanding of teaching fluency, reasoning and problem solving. We want children to make links with their 
learning and build fluency with numbers and concepts. We believe that children need to manipulate real objects and 
visually recognise the mathematical concepts, so we follow the CPA (concrete, pictorial and abstract) aspect of 
Singapore Maths. We ensure that children have opportunities to use practical equipment effectively in all lessons and 
to develop and apply their mathematical skills and knowledge. 

 
Our teachers ensure that mathematical skills are taught every day. They also use every relevant subject to develop 
children’s fluency – demonstrating to children that mathematics is relevant to all aspects of their lives. Children work in 
a combination of whole class, group, shared or individually on different days. They have opportunities to select their  
level of learning and challenge and scaffold is always in place for every learner. 

 
History 
Through termly Expeditions children study History as a discrete subject; travelling forwards and backwards in time, 
developing an understanding of British history as a chronological narrative, from ancient times to the present day as 
well as developing an understanding of the essential events and features of the history of the world as a whole, focusing 
on the earliest civilisations to the most powerful empires. 

 
Through engaging lessons, children develop a wide historical vocabulary and an understanding of key terms and 
concepts such as ‘civilisation’ and ‘society’ and historical concepts such as similarity, difference, cause and 
consequence. As well as developing an understanding of the importance of evidence when putting forward historical 
opinions and, for example, why some people interpret events differently. 

 

‘The Rights of a Child’ runs through historical topics, enabling children to make connections and consider the ‘big 
questions' of history, inspiring a deeper curiosity about how society has changed over the course of time, making history 
relevant to their lives and giving them an improved sense of identity and place. Historical enquiry is also central to all  
learning. Through all topics, children carry out historical enquiries - building knowledge systematically and cumulatively 
in order to be able to answer a question. As children get older they generate their own questions, undertake their own 
research and decide how to present their findings. 

 
Geography 
Through the study of geography, we aim to stimulate our children’s curiosity and fascination about the world around 
them; developing an interest in and a sense of wonder about people, places and environments and how they are 
interconnected. Geography also helps children understand change; exploring their own place in the world, their values 
and their responsibilities to other people, to the environment and to the sustainability of the planet. 
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Whilst at Perry Hall, pupils undertake a ‘world tour’ in geography, visiting every continent, gaining knowledge and 
developing transferable skills. Outdoor learning and fieldwork offer regular opportunities for children to connect with a 
place, community and environment. Geographical enquiry is central to the curriculum and encourages questioning, 
investigating, collecting and analysing data and drawing conclusions whilst encouraging critical thinking about issues 
affecting the world and people’s lives, now and in the future. 

 
Modern Foreign Language 
In Key Stage 2 children learn Mandarin. Throughout the Key Stage, children follow a progressive sequence of lessons, 
learning to listen and understand, speak, read and write Mandarin. We have developed successful links with a local 
Chinese school which has enabled our children to have access to high quality teachers who can not only deliver lessons 
relating to the language but also immerse them in the culture - fostering our children’s curiosity, deepening their 
understanding of the world and providing the foundation for learning further languages in the future 

 
Physical Education (PE) 
At Perry Hall, the Physical Education curriculum is driven with the care of children’s health at the centre. We provide a  
varied programme for each year group. Developing children’s physical competence and confidence is key, alongside 
promoting physical development and knowledge of their body in action. Physical Education provides opportunities for 
children to be creative, competitive and cooperative; facing up to different challenges in every lesson as either part of a 
team or an individual. Alongside this, children reap the mental benefits of exercise; reduced stress and improved 
concentration. Exercise and physical activity have a positive influence on children’s attainment in school. Teachers and 
children are aware of the importance that physical activity holds both for their physical and mental wellbeing. 

 
The PE curriculum is planned to provide children with a wide variety of activities and sports, building upon previous 
learnings from year-to-year. Using the PE Hub (thepehub.co.uk), lessons are designed to continuously develop and 
stretch children’s abilities. At the beginning of their school life children learn and explore basic movement skills, they 
develop these skills throughout their time at Perry Hall and leave as confident movers able to play a wide range of 
sports. With the employment of specialist coaches, children have the opportunity to extend their learning and skill-sets. 
In our supportive environment, effort and hard work, as well as success is celebrated, alongside promoting enjoyment 
and team work. 

 
In addition to the 2-hour national curriculum PE teaching, children participate in 30-minutes of extra PE to supplement 
their provision. Alongside our curriculum, teachers provide a wide variety of extra-curricular activities to help support 
and harness the skills and interests of the children. By giving children the opportunities to compete in sport and other 
activities it enables them to build character and help instil values such as fairness, respect and resilience. 

 
PSHCEE 
Our vision and values are at the heart of our Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship, Economic, Education (PSHCEE). 
Every year group progresses through lessons which focus on the key themes: Healthy Lifestyles; Feelings and 
Emotions; Growing and Changing; Healthy Relationships; Valuing Difference; Rules, Rights and Responsibilities; Caring 
for the Environment and Money. 

 

PSHCEE is planned for discrete teaching but also threaded through our wider curriculum offer. In addition to this, we 
are a Rights Respecting School which compliments the learning and the value we place on children developing their 
leadership skills, ability to voice their opinions and to contribute to whole school priorities. 

 
Our intention is for children to understand themselves and the ever-changing world around them. We want them to leave 
primary school with the skills to become positive and successful members of society with the ability to aim high and 
achieve the very best they can be. British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect 
and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs is taught explicitly through PSHCEE, PRE and assemblies and 

holistically throughout the wider curriculum. 
 
Philosophy, Religion and Ethics (PRE) 
At Perry Hall Primary School Philosophy, Religion and Ethics (PRE) aims to develop pupil’s knowledge and 
understanding of the religions and beliefs which form part of the multicultural and multi faith society that we live in today. 
Our curriculum provokes the children to consider challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, 
beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality and issues of right and wrong. It allows pupils to develop knowledge 
and understanding of Christianity and other principal religions, religious traditions and worldviews that offer answers to 
questions such as these. All pupils have the opportunity to be immersed in a religion or cultural tradition through the 
meeting of religious leaders or visits to places of worship. Our PRE curriculum similarly aims to contribute to pupils’ 
personal development and well-being and to community cohesion by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in our 
diverse society. We offer opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development, deepening the understanding 
of the significance of religion in the lives of others – individually, communally and cross-culturally. 
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ECO 
Perry Hall’s ECO programme, including our Go Green club and Eco Committee, provides a unique opportunity that 
empowers pupils to lead change within their school and have a positive impact in their wider community. The programme 
encourages pupils of all ages and abilities to work together to develop their knowledge and environmental awareness. 
Learning is age appropriate and progressive and children can see first-hand the benefits of reducing our environmental 
impact. Our Eco Committee are working hard to litter pick, turn off lights, recycle and spread awareness to the rest of 
the school and children delight in their first-hand experience of composting. Perry Hall has been awarded the ‘Green 
Flag’ for its commitment to sustainability. 

 

Edible Garden 
Our children’s emotional well-being is extremely important to us here at Perry Hall. We want children who are successful, 
resilient learners but what is equally important to us is that they are healthy and content children, both mentally and 
physically, who are able to approach any challenge with positivity. We have developed a new ‘well-being garden’ within 
the school grounds, with the help of some wonderful parent volunteers. As a school we came up with an action plan for 
what they would like to see in the garden and one of their ideas was to create a quiet place, where people can go and 
sit, rather than running around on the playground. The garden has also provides some sensory stimulation, so there is 
always lots to see, hear, feel, and smell. The children have the opportunity to help grow and harvest vegetables which 
will be used in cooking across the curriculum. Our garden has also been awarded the RHS 5-star gardening award. 

 
Forest School 
Forest School encourages the children to explore using their own ideas and imagination. Most activities are child led, to 
allow the children to investigate and problem solve in areas that they are interested in. This will help develop 
independent, self-motivated thinkers. Activities are put together in small manageable steps that we scaffold to allow the 
children to develop the skill they are learning, at their own pace and level. All children of all abilities are able to enjoy 
and learn at Forest School; the styles of learning used at Forest School maximise emotional, social and behavioural 
development. By helping the child to succeed in their task, it boosts their self-esteem and confidence. Every child is 
special, with qualities and strengths; Forest School can help them build on these with confidence. 

 
Enrichment 

At Perry Hall we are committed to the widest educational offering, and that means looking beyond the National 
Curriculum. Our very successful enrichment programme draws upon a wide range of adult skills, and is offered through 
school trips, visiting specialists, themed days/weeks, extra-curricular clubs and academy provisions. 

 
Trips and Visits and planned throughout the year to stimulate learning and broaden children’s experiences. Some trips 
are directly linked to Expeditions such as Chislehurst Caves, Crofton Roman Villa and the Science Museum, whilst 
others strive to provide our children with the childhood experiences we wish them to have e.g. the seaside, zoo and 
farm. We also endeavour to develop children’s cultural understanding through trips to the gurdwara or a Hindu temple 
and their cultural appreciation through trips to the theatre, classical concerts and the opera. 

 
Visiting workshops from Portals of the Past develop children’s knowledge of history topics whilst science workshops fuel 
their excitement for scientific topics. Visits from animal welfare organisations and conservationist further enhance 
children’s understanding of how to care for our school pets, local wildfire and animals in the wild. 

 

Both Year 4 and 6 have the opportunity to participate in a residential. Year 4’s activity overnight camp on the school 
grounds develops independence, team work and resilience whilst Year 6’s week residential goes further in developing 
children’s vital life skills before moving onto secondary school. 

 
An extensive range of free age appropriate clubs are also offered both before school, after school and at lunch time for 
children to enjoy. Typically, these could include yoga, make and bake, computer coding, film making, gardening and 
many more. 

 
In Years 5 and 6, children also have the opportunity to audition for the art, performing arts or music academy. This 
academy provision, which is aimed at those children demonstrating an exceptional talent in an area of the arts, is 
delivered after school by specialist teachers who take the children’s learning beyond the primary curriculum to develop 
their skills and talents further. 


